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Ain now bringing this Ion: Work toa clofe ; 
_ and this isthe Jaf. or ver: Pa e r 
a I thal trouble you with, LT aad 
thas been my Misfortune, that féveral of my Wri- 
ings however other wife vefign’d, have given Offence 
D the Legal Authority I live under 3 and whofe 
ower it is many ways my Duty, and was always 
hy Inclination to fubmit.to, 

And tho’ I have the Satisfa@ion of having never 
eitgnedly {poken or written any thing that fhould 


Slways my Daty to acknowledge what I cannot 
fend; and to own my felfin the wrong when I 
m convinc’d of it, 

dt theRefolution [ have taken to write no more 
likewife acceptable, I hope no Man will envy 
@ the Silence and Retreat I am now going to en- 
¥ § or grudge that this Penance fhould atone for the 
rors Committed in too much {peaking.: 

‘And now being to take leave of the World, as to 
reting, according to that Chriftian Temper we 
ght to fhew, at ee ok World it felf; I free- 
and heartily ask every Man Pardon, whom [ have 
“the leaft offended or difobliged in any thing I 


'thofe printed injurious Things which I have re- 


this asking Pardon is not fufficient in.any Cafe, 
o’ I hope it may, 1 am ready to make any other 
ibmiffions to them which can reafonably be re- 


Purfuing to Extremities 2 Man willing to ac- 
ee and Sin no more, and if he has in’d al- 
dy, has done it by inadvertency, is not the Cu- 
bm or Ufage of the Englifh Temper, efpecially 
ere the Offence is not Capital; and where the 
1 Adverbs of an Accufation, (viz.) The Seditie 


and Maliciowfly, axe not. very apparent; and 


L 209 J 


Satardap, 


ve written ; and I as heartily and freely forgive | 


ived from others, which indeed are not afew; and 
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from this general Felicity of this Nation I promife 
my {elf fome Favour. 

But I fhall fay no more to the publick part of my 
Cafe ~——. The State of my Condu&, ‘s to -parti- 
cular Perfons and Parties, requires that . fhould fay 
fomething at parting, in which [ hhall study to give 
as little Offence as ] can. 

I have ftruggled long with the Buffoonery of the 
Age, and have oppofed, with my utmoft Skill, cool 
Argument, and calm Reafoning to Party Rage, Per- 
fonal Prejudice, and Univerfal Clamour: I have the | 
fatisfaétion of an honeft Appeal to him, .who knows 
better than all of us, what the ends of his Provi- 
dence are, in fuffering us to be thus fatally divided. 
That [I have aé&ed nothing by Party, Perfonal In- 
fluence, or Pecuniary Reward, nor againft the Prin- 
ciples I always prefelt: This Appeal will be heard, 
tho’ the Noife here is fo great, that no Appeal to 
Man, to Reafon, or to Confcience, will reach your 
Ears; I. fpeak now to our Party-Divifions. 

IfGod has any Part among you, any People that 
he will own in Britain, and has any defigns.of Mer- 
cy and Goodnefs to them, he will give you all an 
other Spirit — I fhall be a quiet Spe@tator of thofe 
wretched abonrinable Divifions, that I can do no - 
good in attempting to Cure; and I fhall be a filent 
Mourner over the Miferies of my Country, which 
I expe& this Rage, that now governs our Parties, 
will bring us to. sii 

I know, and am fully affured, that the Spirit that 
now guides us, as well one, as the other fide, is not 
the Spirit that ye fhall have, when Heaven refolves 
upon your Deliverance; and from thence I conclude, 
that fome dreadful Confequences of your Divifons 
muft frhappear, whether your Judgments fhall come 
immediately from Heaven, or you fhall be made to 
execute the Sovereign Decree of Providence, one — 
upon another, I do.not pretend.to determine, tho 
I muft own I fear the latter. é 

I acknowledge I cannot find, that either recent as 
in Memory, or remote as in Hiftory, I ever faw, 
heard, or read the Story of any Nation, or of this 
Nation, when fach Heats, fuch Feuds, fuch Rage of 
Men among themfelves,ever went off without Blood : 
— How it fhould do fo now, I know not. — 

Your Eyes are upon Men and Means, without the 
leaft Deference to the firft Caufe of Things; you are 
ereéting Party againft Party, one Idol to ull down 


another; Pottherd againft Potfherd ; and if you aie 


oe 
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with Difappointment, you rage againft Inftruments, 
asif he = th made oes all, i can dafh them to 
pieces at his Pleafure, had no Hand in it; or as if 
there was fome Evil in the City, and he had not 
dore it. 

When I have feen, even thofe who I have thought 
00d Men, and ftill bope they are fo, run this length ; 
1 have not been able to’follow, believing I ought 
not to be Diftracted, becau’e my Friends were fo — 
Tho’ this was enough to ftigmatize me for a Defer- 
ters yet I could not reft there, but have had the 
boldnefs to reprove them, and the weaknefs to hope 
that they might be convinc’d, not remembring that 
State Lunacies and Party Madnefs, like that of 
Melancholy, are never Cured. When I faw the 
Word of God turn’d into Bullying and Burlefque, 
and the Pulpit found to Party War ; when I faw 
thofe Hands, which ufed to be fpread forth in Pray- 
ers toGod, and Bleflings to Men, lifted up in vi- 
rulent Imprecations, Curling and Bitternefs. againft 
this or that particular Perfon, as ifon one hand the 
Sovereign hgetey had been committed to that Per- 
fon to aét by; and on the other, the Sacred Prero- 
gative of Vengeance had been taken out of God’s 
Hand, .and Man was to repay for himielf. 

When I faw the Diffenters embrace a fet of Men 
that avowedly fold and betray’d them, and who in- 
deed never did any thing elfe but “fell and betray 
them; nay, when I faw them willing ta be fold and 
betray’d, fo they might but pull down one Man, as 
if God could not pull him down for them, if their 
Caufe was right ; or they could pull him down with- 
out God, if it was wrong. a“: 

When I faw the Contention creep into Societies, 
into Church-Communion, into Relative Affection, 
and intoall forts of Duty, deftroying Religion, Cha- 
rity, Juftice, Honour, nay, even Natural Affection, 
I could not but {peak ; indeed who could, or who can 
refrain. 

Difficile eff Satyram non feribere, nam quis inique 

Tam patiens Urbis, tam ferreus ut teneat fe , 

uv. Sat. [. 

But I confidered not that the Rage is a great ; 
Ihave been like a Man that runs in between two 

ellers to part them, and who to prevent the lo- 
fing their Lives, lofes his own; the furious Gladia- 
tors run both their Swords into him that would part 
them, and he falls a Sacrifice to his own Zeal. 

_Onone fide I am reproach’d with writing for 
Gain, Payments, and Penfions ; Alas! I have {een 
no Gain, but Enemies; and thefe I have increas’d 
without Number, Whatever endeavours I have 
ufed to perfwade you to Peace on both fides, J have 
enjoy’d none my felf, but am loaded with Scandals, 
Lyes, Reproaches, and Menaces of various kinds, 
in your common Difcourfe, in your Libels and Prints, 


even from them that know me not: But fince I can 


SNe no body by Words, I fhall fatisfy them 
. au y letting them fee my Gain is fo fmall, I can 
of own the Employment 3 and as I fhall not only 
2 ee ne the Bufinefs, but out of the Nation, as foon 
a ick Engagements will give me leave; I hope 
ean er fhall not follow me fo many Hundred Miles 
ry Defigns at prefent Propofe to lead me. 

once thought to have retired from State Affairs, 
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and yet to have kept this Paper up for ¢ 
the few Friends I have left 5 who from the 
have been Benefactors to the Work, and. | cn 
whom I could not have pee the Exper 
it; and in doing this, I thought to have " 
my future Difcourfe to Matters of TR me 
thinking this a fafe Retreat, and that both 
might have been quietly talk’d to on this Hea 
what had no concern in the National Feuds we 
embark’d ins but alas! Trade too is now bec 
a Bone of Contention; and unlefs { will fay a 
fay, (viz) That our Trade is ruin'd by the Peace 
which I cannot do; and that only becaufe I know Le 
be falfe, (a poor and unfortunate Reafon) I 
difpleafe you there too — Nay, in but giv 
Reafons about the French Trade, 1 have bee 
treated in your Coffee. Houfe Politicks as is int 
rable; where behind my Back T meet with fuch 
abulive, monftrous Language, inftead of Argut 
as no Man of Senfe ought to give, and no Te 
can well bear 3 and this from fuch a Crew, ¥ 
may, without any beafting fay, dare neithe 
fwer me with their’ Tongues or their Hands. — 

Again, Should I fet up to cryxdown th 
things fome fay of the Peace, more by half tha 
Government, who made it, delign’d it for, © 
promife for it, I fhould provoke the other fide, 
who knows where the Difafters of a Man, ¢ 
between two Weights, fhall end ? 

And would I go about to clear up your 
Errors about the Commerce, as now fettled 
middle, an equitable, and impartial bi 
then ? Should { hope for Succefs! Alas! Wh 
Temper enough to hear it! However, as t 
thought was needful, I was going about it, am 
made a Beginning in three Papers, relating t 
Trade with France; when on a fuddain I foun 
Province Invaded, and that Work taken ou 
Hands, by an unexpeSed Paper without an 
and call’d the Mercator. 

This Work I foon difcovered, if not done 
Government's Direétion, is fo far Encourag’ 
have the helps of Original Papers, Docume 
Authorities to {peak from, Things, which m 
Doors, an Author cannot expec, and which 
ver pretended to, Ifthen this Paper goes 
fuch Authority, my Parade is over; and a 
will, on the other Hands be no need of me, fot 
will be no room to fay any thing, whenan A 
vouch’d by fuch Autores! fall come out 
times a Week, . 

Thus I am become an Invalid, even in that 
which [ thought my Peculiar; and I am ve: 
fatished, if 1 may but be quiet, and enjoy m 
of the publick Peace ; if not, I refolve to leave 
and if I trouble you no farther with my Talk 
but juft, ye trouble me no more another way. 

_ However, before I lay down this Wor 
give a Summary of what Mattersin T ra 

lefign’d to {peak of, and of my Opinio 
lick Matters, as I think they ftand n 
view; that ifever I fhould write again, 
lieve I fhall not) I may know where to be; 
you may know where I left off. 


ry 


